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and including the receipts for the year of operation ending in 1955
are authorized to be appropriated only for the investigation and con-
struction of projects for such utilization in and equitably distributed
among the four States of the upper division: Provided, however, That
in view of distributions heretofore made, and in order to expedite
the development and utilization of water projects within all of the
States of the upper division, the distribution of such funds for use in
the fiscal years 1949 to 1955, inclusive, shall be on a basis which is as
nearly equal as practicable. Such receipts for the years of operation
ending in 1956 to 1987, inclusive, are authorized to be appropriated
for the investigation and construction of projects for such utilization
in and equitably distributed among the States of the upper division
and the States of the lower division. The terms 'Colorado River sys-
tem', 'States of the upper division', and 'States of the lower division'
as so used shall have the respective meanings defined in the Colorado
River compact mentioned in the Project Act. Such projects shall be
only such as are found by the Secretary to be physically feasible,
economically justified, and consistent with such formulation of a com-
prehensive plan. Nothing in this Act shall be construed so as to
prevent the authorization and construction of any such projects prior
to the completion of said plan of comprehensive development; nor shall
this Act be construed as affecting the right of any State to proceed
independently of this Act or its provisions with the investigation or
construction of any project or projects. Transfers under this section
2 (d) shall be deemed contractual obligations of the United States,
subject to the provisions of section 3 of this Act."

SEC. 2. The availability of appropriations from the Colorado River
Development Fund for the investigation and construction of projects
in any of the States of the Colorado River Basin shall not be held to
forbid the expenditure of other funds for those purposes in any of
those States where such funds are otherwise available therefor.

Approved June 1, 1948.

[CHAPTER 365]
AN ACT

To amend the Mineral Leasing Act of February 25, 1920, to permit the exercise
of certain options on or before August 8, 1950.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second
proviso of section 27 of the Act entitled "An Act to promote the
mining of coal, phosphate, oil, oil shale, gas, and sodium on the public
domain", approved February 25, 1920, as amended (U. S. C., 1946
edition, title 30, sec. 184), is hereby amended by striking out "within
two years after the passage of this Act" and inserting in lieu thereof
"on or before August 8, 1950".

Approved June 1, 1948.
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[CHAPTER 366]
JOINT RESOLUTION

To provide for the quartering, in certain public buildings in the District of
Columbia, of troops participating in the inaugural ceremonies of 1949.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Administrator of
the Federal Works Agency or head of any executive department or
establishment is authorized to allocate such space in any public build-
ing under his care and supervision as he deems necessary for the pur-
poses of quartering troops participating in the inaugural ceremonies

June 1, 1948
[H. J. Res. 381]

[Public Law 572]
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to be held on January 20, 1949, but such use shall not continue after
January 22, 1949. Authority granted by this joint resolution may
be exercised notwithstanding the provisions of the Legislative, Execu-
tive, and Judicial Appropriation Act for the fiscal year ending June

420 Stt. 31. 30, 1903, approved April 28, 1902, prohibiting the use of public build-
ings in connection with inaugural ceremonies.

Approved June 1, 1948.

[CHAPTER 373]
AN ACT

June 2, 1948
[H. R. 4426] To provide basic authority for certain functions and activities of the Weather

[Public Law 673] Bureau, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Weather Bureau. United States of America in Congress assembled, That appropriations
Availability of ap-
rpriations. now or hereafter provided for the Weather Bureau shall be available
Post, pp. 3271040. for (a) furnishing food and shelter, without repayment therefor,

to employees of the Government assigned to Arctic stations; (b)
equipment and maintenance of meteorological offices and stations,
and maintenance and operation of meteorological facilities outside
the United States by contract or otherwise; (c) repairing, altering, and
improving of buildings occupied by the Bureau, and care and preser-
vation of grounds, including the construction of necessary outbuildings
and sidewalks on public streets abutting Weather Bureau grounds;
(d) arranging for communication services at rates to be fixed by
the Secretary of Commerce by agreement with the companies
performing the services when determined to be advantageous to the
Government; and (e) purchasing tabulating cards and continuous
form tabulating paper.

Printing office. SEC. 2. When so specified in appropriation Acts, the Weather
Bureau is authorized to maintain a printing office in the city of
Washington for the printing of weather maps, bulletins, circulars,
forms, and other publications: Provided, That no printing shall be
done by the Weather Bureau which could be done at the Government
Printing Office without impairing the service of said Bureau.

Employees of other SEC. 3. The Weather Bureau ishereby authorized to (a) grant extra
genc es. compensation to employees of other Government agencies for taking
Investigations in and transmitting meteorological observations, and (b) appoint em-

Lrctic region. ployees for the conduct of meteorological investigations in the Arctic
region without regard to the civil-service and classification laws and

59 Stat. 296. titles II and III of the Federal Employees Pay Act of 1945, both at5 U.S. C. § 911-913,
21,922; Supp. i, l922 base rates which shall not exceed such maximum rates as may be speci-
ote. fied from time to time in the appropriation concerned.
eit ansd supplie SEC. 4. Subject to approval of the Bureau of the Budget, and with-

out charge to the Weather Bureau, the Secretary of the Army, the
Secretary of the Air Force, and the Secretary of the Navy are author-
ized to transfer to the Weather Bureau equipment and supplies which
are surplus to the needs of their respective Departments and necessary
for the establishment, maintenance, and operation of Arctic weather
stations.

Approved June 2, 1948.

[CHAPTER 374]
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June 3,1948 . v ..
[H. J. Res. 3791 To provide for the maintenance of public order and the protection of life and

[Public Law 5741 property in connection with the Presidential inaugural ceremonies of 1949.
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